
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

God whose spirit is revealed in wind and fire: God whose spirit gives understanding where there was none: 

We give thanks for the presence of your spirit in this time and place. We give thanks for the church that was born 

two thousand years ago, for the church of today that brings us together and sends us forth in mission and 

ministry, and for the church of the future—as we strive to live into your vision for us. We ask your blessing upon 

your church, not just the community of NUCC, but the church universal, in our state and country and around the 

world. We confess that we have not always been faithful witnesses to the world. Our unity has been shattered by 

conflict and division, the Christian message distorted by discrimination and alienation. Forgive us. Grant us—

individually and together—the power to speak and live in ways that reflect the fullness of Christ’s love. 

 

Empowered by the spirit of love, we pray for one another in this community. We give thanks for the person sitting 

next to us, behind us, and in front of us, for long-standing relationships that have been nurtured here, and for 

new friends and new connections—that may happen today!  

 

We rejoice with those who are celebrating: births, graduations, new jobs, weddings, anniversaries, recovery from 

illness or surgery, a positive diagnosis, a relationship restored. We lift them up to you, with hearts full of praise 

and thanksgiving.  

 

We weep with those whose hearts are full of sorrow: loss of a home, loss of a job, loss of a relationship, loss of 

memory, loss of a loved one. We lift them up to you, with the prayer that the gift of your presence will bring 

comfort and peace.  

 

We stand with and pray for those who face challenges that sometimes feel overwhelming: waiting for results, 

coping with a difficult diagnosis, living with a chronic illness, recovering from a fall, enduring prolonged treatment, 

making difficult decisions and facing uncertain futures. We lift them up to you, with the prayer that the gift of 

your presence will bring wisdom, patience, and hope. 

 

Turn our prayers into deeds, that we might be instruments of your presence, sharing joy, providing comfort, 

offering hope, and showing love. Always showing love. In the name of the one who showed us your love, Jesus the 

Christ. Amen. 


