
Almighty God, Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the source of our lives and the 
goal toward which we journey:  When we consider the vastness of your power and the depth of 
your love, we are simply overwhelmed. Like the Psalmist, we ask ourselves, who are we that 
you are mindful of us? And yet we are here because we believe that you know us and love us 
and accept us just as we are. We believe we are in your presence now and always, in life and in 
death. We don’t fully understand it. It is beyond our capacity to comprehend. And yet you call 
us. Your love draws us here and invites us to turn ourselves over to you in prayer. 
 
Hear our prayer, O God. We pray for ourselves: for forgiveness, for faith, for hope, for the 
ability to love others as you love us. We pray for one another in the unity of our community.  
 
In our oneness, we share joys and celebrations: the births of children and grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews; graduations from high school and college, and even pre-kindergarten; time spent 
with loved ones, here and “in the north;” experiences of life made new in unanticipated ways.  
 
In our oneness, we share concerns and sorrows: We pray that those who are facing uncertain 
futures or making difficult choices will be sustained by your presence and led by your spirit. We 
pray that those who are struggling in relationships, feeling hurt by others or cut off from family, 
will find hope and reconciliation through the gift of your love. We pray that all who are dealing 
with health challenges--illness, injury, surgery, treatment of varied kinds, memory loss, or 
problems that can’t be identified—may they all experience your healing power, each according 
to their need. We pray that those who are dying or grieving the loss of loved ones will know the 
comfort and peace that comes from you alone, from the love that triumphs over all and holds 
us close even after death. 
             
Hear our prayer. We pray for our church. We give thanks for visible leaders and for those who 
work behind the scenes to do what needs to be done. We give thanks for our history, for all the 
ways that this church has served you, ministering in Christ’s name, through mission and 
outreach to people here and around the world. We pray for our future: for the wisdom to 
discern the ways that you call us to serve in the future, and for the will to heed your call and 
become all that you want us to be. 
 
We pray for our world, broken in more ways than we can name. Make us instruments of your 
peace and justice, of your love for all people. We pray in the name of Jesus, who lived and died 
and lived again to show us the way and the power of love. 
 


