
Words of Welcome

Prelude                                           Fantaisie-Impromptu, Op. 66            Chopin

                                                           Rachel Kastner, piano

Call to Worship 
 
*Processional Hymn #598                    Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken           AustriAn Hymn

Invocation
All: Living God, thank you for the gift of this day and the gift of this church. Send the presence of 

your Holy Spirit to enliven and inspire us so that we might live our lives with purpose and grace. We 

trust and ask this in the name of the one who conquered death and taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our  

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Response                   Beloved, Let Us Love One Another     Arnold Sherman; Arr. Robert C. Lau

                                                               Sanctuary Choir

Time with Children

Though children of all ages are welcome in our worship services, children age 4 to 5th grade 
are invited to meet Miss Merrill in the back of the Sanctuary for Sunday school following Time With Children.

Time for Community                              Please sign and pass the registration book to your neighbor.

Ministry of Music         Who Was and Is and Is to Come                        Timothy Michael Powell

Sanctuary Choir
Roberta Buckley, Sherry Latimer, Pat McGee, and Erin Snedeker, bells

Pastoral Prayer and Response

Scripture Reading                             Revelation 21:1-6        NT pg. 282(NRSV)

Sermon                                              Five Minutes After Death          Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor

Offertory                Prelude, Opus 3, No. 2             Rachmaninoff

                Christian Socher, piano

*Please rise in body or spirit.

The Worship of God



*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication                  Old 100tH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below,  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Recessional Hymn #352                          Spirit Song              John Wimber

*Words of Blessing

*Postlude                                  Six Moments Musical, No. 1 in Bb minor          Rachmaninoff

  Christian Socher, piano

Rachel Kastner (10) was born into a musical family, and began formal piano lessons at age six. She has 
been awarded prizes in the FGCU/SPS piano competition for five consecutive years, and won 1st place 
in the 2018 SWFMTA competition (9-11 category). In 2017, Rachel was featured on PBS’s Celebration of 
Music. Rachel loves performing, and enjoys volunteering to perform at her school, church, and local  
retirement communities. She has studied piano with both Lan Lam and Milana Strezeva.

Christian Socher is a ninth grade student at Barron Collier High School and the grandson of NUCC  
members Ren and Sandra Smith. He participates in the Artis-Naples Youth Jazz Band, All-County Honor 
Band (on bass clarinet), the Barron Collier High School marching band and jazz band. He would like to 
dedicate his performance today to his mother, Kelly Sochor.

If you have a concern and would like a word of prayer or quiet conversation, stop by the parlor after the 
service for a visit with today’s Stephen Minister. The parlor is to the right as you are leaving the sanctuary.

Participants in this Morning’s Worship Services:
Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, Senior Minister
Rev. Dr. Sharon Harris-Ewing, Assistant Minister
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Director of Music and Organist
Merrill Noble, Director of Children’s Ministry
Megan Black, audiovisual
Sanctuary Choir

Greeter: Katy Serr

Ushers: Ronnie Bellone, head usher; Becky Cutts, Carolyn Keller, Bob Miller, Jennifer Rainey, Bill Rumpf, Ren Smith,  
        Cheryl Turner

Stephen Minister: Margaret Jack 

Chancel flowers are given by Kristin Davis and family, in loving memory of her mother, Dana.



Children’s Ministry 
Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to join 
Miss Merrill and Miss Leanne for Sunday School  
following the Time for Children. Throughout the  
summer, the messages for children during worship 
and the lessons afterwards will focus on the nine fruit 
of the spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Each week the children will discover new ways to live 
out the character of Jesus with God’s help. We will 
begin our discoveries today by wondering what a tree 
needs in order to grow healthy fruit.

Photo Directories Available 
If you are a member of the church who has had their 
photo taken for the directory in one of the past few 
photo shoots, directories are now available for pickup 
in the Gathering Place after worship or in the church 
office during the week. Directories are one copy per 
household and must be signed for. 

Stewardship Update 
Thank you for your incredible generosity in all ways to 
our church! We are now just $60,790 away from fully 
underwriting our 2019 operating budget. If you have 
not returned an Estimate of Giving card, please take 
one from your pew rack or from the Narthex and 
return it to the Church Office. If you have returned 
it and are willing to make an adjustment, please let 
Sharon Magiera in the office know that too. Let’s take 
care of our church in the same way that we take care 
of our community!

The Bargain Box: Volunteers 
The Bargain Box is looking for volunteers for the  
summer months. Please call (239)262-3802 and 
speak with Sandy for more information on how to 
volunteer and schedules. Any volunteering is greatly 
appreciated.

3F Women’s Lunch Group 
The Fine Food and Fellowship (3F) group for women 
will have their next outing on Thursday, May 23rd, at 
12 p.m. at Baleen at La Playa Beach and Golf Resort. 
There is limited spaces for this fun, conversational 
event, so please sign up in the Gathering Place after 
worship. 

Golf for Fun 
Our summer Golf for Fun program will begin on  
Friday, May 24, at The Country Club of Naples. 
Please sign up in the Gathering Place after worship or 
by calling Ron Sanson at (239) 860-8034.

HAPPY HOUR  
1st and 3rd Tuesdays from May through October! The 
next happy hour will be Tuesday, May 21, 4 p.m. at 
the Fish Restaurant at The Village Shops on Venetian 
Bay. Sign up in the Gathering Place. For more  
information, contact Christine Buol at  
christinebuol@gmail.com.

Sanctuary Choir 
Have you ever thought you might like to join our  
Sanctuary choir? Now’s the time! The choir sings 
every Sunday in the summertime. We rehearse on 
Wednesday evenings beginning at 7 p.m. for an 
hour. For more information contact Dr. Becky  
Weese-Rumpf at becky@naplesucc.org. 

NUCC Summer Book Club 
The Summer Book Club will be held this Monday, 
May 20, at 2 p.m. in N104. The book Normal  
People by Sally Rooney will be discussed, led by 
Heather English. All are welcome.

Naples Philharmonic Chamber Concert 
The Naples Philharmonic will be performing in the  
sanctuary on Friday, May 24, at 7 p.m. Reserve your  
free tickets now online (https://artisnaples.org/
events/community-concerts-052419) or by calling 
800-597-1900. All reserved tickets will be available 
for pickup at the Artis—Naples box office beginning 
May 20 or at the event location beginning one hour 
prior to the performance.

Summer Spectacular at Artis-Naples 
Sunday, May 26, 7 p.m., $15. A limited number of 
tickets (12) are available for this spectacular program 
featuring the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Youth Orchestra. Tickets in the Gathering Place.  
Contact: Cheri Johnson at 502-432-3407.

Critical Journey Class: June 5, 12, and 19 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Leader: Deb Kaiser-Cross. The  
Critical Journey will be an exploration of the  
difference phases of the spiritual journey – our  
response to our faith in God with the resulting  
changes that follow. The Critical Journey does not  
tell us exactly how or when to move along our  
spiritual journey. It does not offer any formulas for 
spiritual growth. But it does describe the various 
phases of our journey of faith and illustrate how 
people act and think when in those phases. This is an 
experience especially for those who want to be or are 
on the spiritual quest for a greater realization of God 
in their lives. Materials will be provided. Come join us 
for a thought-provoking time of discovery.

Sunday Steeplelights
Today:

Care for God’s Creation: Buy only what you will use/eat. Reduce waste.



Sunday Steeplelights

The “Before You Head North” Checklist:

o  Send change of address notifications to  
     info@naplesucc.org, or call the church office.

o  Watch Sunday Worship via Livestream!
       • It’s always free, no signups nor logins required.
       • Instructions are available in the Narthex and the  
           Church Office.

o  2019 Member Photo Directories are available for  
     pickup after worship or in the church office during the  
     week.

o  Check the Lost and Found in the church office (personal  
      items, glasses).

o  Check the DVD pickup box for DVDs you may have  
     ordered.

o  Check your book shelves and return any books  
     borrowed from the NUCC library.

Vacation Bible School  
Registration has begun. VBS will be held  
July 29 - August 2 from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The 
program is open to children in kindergarten to 5th 
grade. For more information or to register, email 
Merrill Noble, Director of Children’s Ministry at  
merrill@naplesucc.org or pick up a registration 
form in the Narthex. Completed forms and payment 
should be submitted to Merrill Noble in the church 
office.

BAZAAR 2019 
As we move into “slower” season, bring in any items 
you might particularly want to be a part of the  
Bazaar and pick a theme and begin shopping for 
items to put in a basket (value at least $100)! Let 
your imagination run wild and let us know what you 
are planning! pamcgee1234@aol.com

We are so glad that you choose to spend your 
Sunday mornings worshiping with us! We do our 
best to provide a consistent worship experience via 
livestream, but as with any internet-based  
technology, sometimes there are hiccups.  
We apologize in advance for any interruptions.

Open your internet browser and type the following 
site in the address bar: https://livestream.com/NUCC

1) Under “Live & Upcoming Events,” click on the  
    Worship service for either 9 a.m. or 11 a.m.  
    Typically, the livestream begins approximately  
    10 minutes before worship starts.

2) Worshiping via livestream is ALWAYS free.
    Follow the instructions on the front of this page,  
    and DO NOT click the red “Go Live” button!

Sound and Volume Issues
Check the volume control in 3 places:
1. Livestream Screen Volume: On the bottom left of  
    the view screen, there is usually a white speaker  
    icon. This controls the volume for the video.  
    Click on this and use the scale to increase or  
    decrease volume.

2. Is your computer’s volume control turned up?

3. Do you have external speakers for your  
    computer? Is the control/knob on the speakers  
    turned up?

Other Tips and Tricks
 - You can attend Worship via Facebook Live, too.  
   Go to facebook.com/NaplesUCC

 - Watch past services in our archive. Scroll down  
   to “Past Events” on https://livestream.com/NUCC

 - If you have any questions, call the church office.  
   We will do our best to help you!

How to: Livestreaming

How to: NUCC Podcast
Did you enjoy this Sunday’s sermon and want to hear it 
again, but don’t want to look through the livestream  
archive? Open your internet browser and go to 
https://nucc.buzzsprout.com/ to replay sound  
recordings of your favorite Words of Welcome,  
Sunday sermons, pastoral prayers, and more. 

Help Wanted: Pew Crew 
Looking for volunteers to come in once a week to 
check and refill folders and giving envelopes in the 
pews. The church is divided into three sections, so 
we are looking for a volunteer for one section. This 
job can be done any time while the church is open 
during the week. Requires 1 hour. Sign up by calling 
Wendy in the church office.



Staff
Clergy Team

Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, Senior Minister 
 dawson@naplesucc.org

Rev. Dr. David Kaiser-Cross, Executive Minister 
 david@naplesucc.org

Rev. Dr. Deborah Kaiser-Cross, 
 Minister for Congregational Care 
 deb@naplesucc.org

Rev. Dr. Sharon Harris-Ewing, Assistant Minister 
 sharonhe@naplesucc.org

Wendy Gayarre, Executive Assistant to Clergy 
 wendy@naplesucc.org

Program Team

Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Director of Music 
 becky@naplesucc.org

Merrill Noble, Director of Children’s Ministry 
 merrill@naplesucc.org

Susan Melick, Events Coordinator

Pat McGee, Volunteer Coordinator

Administrative Team

Sharon Magiera, C.P.A., Finance Administrator 
 sharon@naplesucc.org

Megan Black, Office Manager 
 megan@naplesucc.org

Julia Simeone, Communications Manager
 julia@naplesucc.org

Tony Falco, Technology Director 
 tony@naplesucc.org

Georgia Lundy, 
 Sunday Fellowship/Kitchen Coordinator

Daniel Brower, Director of Campus Operations 
 daniel@naplesucc.org

Rich Mancini, Operations Assistant

Precious Cargo Academy

Leanne Badham, Director 
 leanne.badham@outlook.com

Bargain Box Thrift Store

Sandy Goldstein, Manager

This Week at NUCC (May 20-26)
Monday

5/20 9:30 a.m. . .Monday Morning Ladies (N104)
 9:30 a.m. . .Gentle Yoga with Shannon (MH)
 2 p.m. . . . . Book Club: Normal People (N104)
 3 p.m. . . . . PCA Committee Meeting (ACR)
 4:30 p.m.. .Centering Prayer (P)
 6 p.m. . . . . Trustee Meeting (ACR)

Tuesday

5/21 4 p.m. . . . .NUCC Happy Hour (Off-site)
 6 p.m. . . . . Board of Christian Education Meeting  
                 (N101)

Wednesday

5/22 9 a.m. . . . . Palette Pals Open Painting Studio (N201)
 3 p.m. . . . . Junior Disciples (N207)
 7 p.m. . . . . Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (BH/S)

Thursday

5/23 11 a.m. . . . 3F Women’s Lunch Group (Off-site)
 12:30 p.m. Mah Jongg (N207)

Friday

5/24 12 p.m. . . .Al Anon Meeting (N104)
 2 p.m. . . . .Caregiver’s Support Group (N101)
 7 p.m. . . . .Naples Philharmonic Chamber Music  
                 Concert (S)

Saturday

5/25 4 p.m. . . . .Clemson/Senica Wedding (GC)

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter 
5/26 10 a.m. . . .Worship Service (S)
 11 a.m. . . . Stephen Ministry Pastoral Care (P)
 7 p.m. . . . . Summer Spectacular at Artis-Naples  
                 (Off-site)

S = Sanctuary | P = Parlor |N = Nelson Hall | MH = McSpadden Hall | GC = Gates Chapel | GP = The Gathering Place 
BH = Beverly Hall | MG = Memorial Garden | ACR = Administrative Conference Room



Prayer List

Children’s Ministry
Sunday School (Age 4 to 5th Grade) will meet during 10 a.m. service during the summer in Nelson Hall Room 207.

Junior Disciples meets on Wednesdays, 3 p.m. in Nelson Hall.

Youth Choir (Grades 6-12)
Resumes August 19th on Mondays at 5 p.m. in Beverly Hall.

Mark Agnew
Al Alves
Emory Anderson
Robin Anderson
Amanda
Pat Archer
Ashley
Barbara Auxier
Alice Basham
Mary Baum 
Mark and Pam Bejcek
Bill
Bill Bolinder
Susan Boston
Ellen Brown 
Al Cahen
Jay Cahill
Chris
Claire
Bob Clement
Cathy Condon
Karin Cusic
Darlene
Nick Disette
Jack Downs
Jacob Francis
Nancy Galazzo
Kristina Gimbel
Mary Heller
Henry
Leigh Herndon
Emily Hughes
Al Hopkins
Edie Horney

Stu Homer
Karen Howick
Irma
Jamie
Jennifer
Julio
Justine
Kathy
Sue Keenan
Kevin
Irv Koehler
Dennis Kois
Kristi and Mike
Herman Kuebler
Ellen Little
Jeannie Malone
Scott Masi
Mervyn Maxwell
John McGowan
Marylou McGowan MacBride
Ali McKee
Megan
Nancy
Dinny Nemecheck
Neville
Jean Partridge
Elizabeth Perrin
Frank Pliml
Kathy Putis
John and Linda R.
Pauline and John R.
Sharon Rainey
Dave Remley
Tom and Angie Reuter

Roger Rhodes
Valerie Hallman-Roth
Carol Rudolph
Claire Schelske
Carol Sellman
Deb Scott
Joe Sheridan
Dean L. Smith
Ronald Smith
Stevie
Susan 
Brenda Taylor
Ted
Dawn Teston
Barbara Toms
The Whitt Family
Don Williams
Nancy Wyckoff

Our Children
Maxwell Bost
Luciano Derisio
Skylin Freeman
Gracie Faith
Laila Grace
Garrett Kaulbars
Will M.
Mikayla
Daphne Rice
Baby Jackson Ryder
Sebastian 
Finn Sears
Jackson Varty
Michael Yarwood

In Service to our Nation: CAPT Robert Cook, MSgt. Donovan Frederickson, MSgt Matthew Frederickson,  
LT Lucas Hodge, SPC Austin Payne, LTCR Erik Sand and Pamela Nolasco and Family.



5200 Crayton Road, Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 261-5469 | Pastoral Emergency: (239) 595-2141

info@naplesucc.org 
WiFi username: Nucc_guest   WiFi Password: nuccguest

@ NaplesUCCfacebook.com/NaplesUCC #Naplesuccwww.naplesucc.org

4 Ways to Give

Envelopes are  
available in worship

Online 
via our website

Text to Give 
Text NAPLESUCC 

to 73256 and click 
on the link in the 

reply text to  
complete your gift.

Stocks & IRA’s 
 

Please call 
Sharon in the 
church office.

As a mission-driven congregation, Naples United Church of Christ strives to show that actions speak louder 
than words. We are not only active in community outreach, but passionate about social causes. As an  
intergenerational congregation, we engage with people of all ages and stages of life to be a place where 
people not only believe, but also belong. As a growing church, we do not ask people to “check their brains 
at the door,” rather to ask deep questions of faith of each other and of God. 
We are an Open and Affirming congregation that not only welcomes, but celebrates all people. We are 
proud to be one of more than 5,000+ congregations in the United Church of Christ and of our identity as a 
“Traditional Church for Progressive People.”

The 2019 flower calendar is available on the reception desk. Please enter the date (or call the office) to reserve your 
Sunday for donating chancel flowers.

Our Services are livestreamed and recorded. We also record audio for a weekly podcast that includes Words of  
Welcome, Sermon, and the Pastoral Prayer. DVDs from today’s service are available for a suggested donation of $5. 
Please fill out the order envelope located in the church office on the reception desk and place it either in the offering 
plate or leave it on the reception desk. A recording of today’s service may be found at www.naplesucc.org.

Cans for Communion - We welcome your donations of nonperishable food items on the first Sunday of each month as 
we celebrate Communion together. These donations will be delivered to the Grace Place food pantry.

Weekly Steeplelights arrives via email each Friday. If you are not receiving it, please contact Wendy in the church  
office, or at wendy@naplesucc.org to sign up.

Come visit our Bargain Box Thrift Store at 3906 Tamiami Trail E, Naples, FL 34112 to find great items for any  
occasion or to volunteer! We also accept lightly-used donations. We can also assist in the pickup of larger donated 
items. If you have questions, please contact the store at (239)262-3802.

Precious Cargo Academy is a mission of Naples United Church of Christ and is an Accredited Professional Preschool 
Learning Environment. The Academy is a Florida Gold Seal approved center with a daily schedule based on the  
Creative Curriculum, a research-based curriculum, inspiring creative learning in every aspect of play.

Welcome, First-Time Worshipers
First-time guest information cards are located in the pew racks, and can be brought to the first-time-guest welcome 

kiosk in the narthex, or placed in the offering plate. We invite you to journey with us as a visitor or unite with us as a 
Full or Associate Member.

Our sanctuary is equipped with the T-Loop (Telecoil Loop) Hearing System. Additional hearing devices are 
available in the narthex. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Though children of all ages are welcome in our worship services, there is nursery care for infants and toddlers  
available with Miss Lois. There is also a “cry room” near the nursery if you wish to stay with your child and observe 

the service. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Next Sunday
May 26, at 10 a.m.

Hearing Voices
John 5:1-9

Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, preaching


