
Pastoral Prayer 

O God of wonders, we give thanks that you are good – and your mercies are here today and will 

endure forever. We praise you not only for the sweeping design of this universe, but also for the 

subtle blessings of every day. You have made us to delight in you. Each morning, we awake to 

choices – to see our day, whatever it may hold, as full of blessings from you, or to view it with a 

clouded vision of waiting struggles. Teach us to fill our minds with what is true and good, what is 

authentic and gracious, and then, keep us from dwelling on all the things that can overwhelm us 

with fear or anger or negativity – moment by moment. 

 

As we rest deeply in your presence, we acknowledge some of the hidden failures that often 

escape our notice, our reluctance to speak up with humble strength when we see injustice, or the 

times when we have made quick judgments without knowing all the facts, or our easy 

rationalizations excusing in ourselves the same faults we criticize in others. Remind us of our 

constant need for your freeing forgiveness, and then out of gratitude, help us to offer the same 

freedom to others. Gathered in your presence, we lift to you the needs of the ones close to our 

hearts, but also the situations in this world that cry out for you – for those in poverty who wonder 

if their daily needs will be met, for the ones who are navigating major life decisions, for those 

who are consumed with worries over struggling family members or friends, for those who are 

facing fearful uncertainty in their work or relationships or with their health, for the pain that we 

see all around us. In this community of faith, we lift up the needs of … 

 

Wherever we are, when we seek you, you meet us at our place of need and offer us the 

resources to face this moment. O Lord, we pray that your Spirit will enable us to breathe deeply 

without fear, that you would bring deep relief to the hurts we offer to you, and that you would 

inspire us to courageous hope because you are with us. We ask these things that we might live 

purposefully – so that we might be able to impact our world with your mercy and love, in the 

spirit of your son, Jesus Christ, in whom we pray. Amen. 
 


