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“’[Humankind] was never so happily inspired as when it made a cathedral,’" wrote 

the novelist Robert Louis Stevenson. And so, like me, you probably experienced deep 

sadness seeing the destruction of the great Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris this past 

week. 

In the more orthodox traditions, the medieval Tenebrae service is celebrated on 

Wednesday of Holy Week. The lamentations of Jeremiah are sung and candles 

extinguished one by one until the church is left in darkness. And at the end of the 

worship experience, the congregation throws down its hymnals to mimic the sound of a 

thunder clap and everyone departs in silence. 

Watching flames engulf Notre Dame Cathedral felt like Tenebrae. Lamentations 

seemed appropriate for anyone who has ever visited, worshipped, prayed or lit a candle 

within those walls. After the ancient roof came crashing to the floor, it was as if a global 

congregation had thrown down it’s hymnals and we were all to depart in silence and 

await a resurrection.  

And yet, that’s why we’re here this morning, isn’t it— to give witness to 

resurrection and the power of new life? Or are we? You know as well as I do that there 

is a great risk in Easter dreams. Trust me, I get that for many the idea of a physical 

resurrection is just more than they can sign-on for. So, conspiracy theories about a 

stolen body, or a made-up story for a people who needed hope in hopeless times or 

light in dark times up-and-against a pagan holiday, get passed from generation to 
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generation. Christians call it Easter. But those who are dragged to one of our four 

services by family or, worse yet, by in-laws, call it obligation.  

But let’s be honest, there is something almost dangerous about hedging your 

bets on the risk of Easter dreams, isn’t there? The dream that life can be different or 

that relationships can be renewed. The dream that sobriety can be maintained or that 

health can be restored?  

After the completion of Disney World, someone remarked, "Isn't it too bad that 

Walt Disney didn't live to see this!" Mike Vance, creative director of Disney Studios 

replied, "He did see it, that's why it's here."  

Everything in life that we use or hold, eat or watch, wear, sit in or listen to, in 

other words, everything that is a creation of human ingenuity, started out as a dream.  

And I believe that every solution to a local or global problem, no matter how risky 

or how intimidating, can start as an Easter dream here today.  

We can dream of plenty amid poverty; dream of compassion amid polarity; 

dream of justice amid inequity; dream of holiness amid hell; dream of love amid 

judgment. 

You know, a cathedral is the one architectural monument to which the poor have 

the same access as the powerful. Today, this church has made it possible for seven 

families in Immokalee to have the same access to safe and affordable housing as those 

in Port Royal. The risk of our collective Easter dream was to set a goal of raising 

$250,000. Earlier this year, a colleague of mine quipped: “I sure am fascinated watching 

you raise money to give away.” But we took that risk and that dream became a reality. 

And your generosity moved us to heights that we could have never imagined. Just think: 



[3] 
 

before we started this campaign, there were seven families that didn’t have homes, but 

thanks to you, they now will. 

Becky Clark, The Church of England’s Director of Cathedrals and Church 

Buildings, said this just after the fire at Notre Dame: 

 “Among English churches that have risen from the ashes are the spire at 
Lincoln, which collapsed in the 1500’s, St. Paul’s which burned in the Great Fire of 
London; and the Coventry, which was bombed in World War II…All have been rebuilt, 
sometimes taking on new forms, to stand as reminders of eternity and resurrection 
which are the foundation of the Christian faith.” 

 
On the first Easter, the women went to the tomb to prepare the body of Jesus for 

burial and instead were told: “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but has risen.” They had been told this would happen; it was prophesied that this 

is how it would end. But no one had allowed themselves the risk of this Easter dream. 

No one wanted to let themselves actually believe that Jesus could overcome even 

death.  

And my friends, I believe that is the Easter message for us today. Let your 

dreams be big. Let your dreams be risky. Let your dreams be life-changing and soul-

enhancing and life-giving.  

Dreams can be tricky things. They come in the dark of night, but they lead us into 

the dawn of morning.  

 

 
 


