
Pastoral Prayer   

O God of wonder, we are grateful for those moments when we experience the incredible 

splendor of being alive – for morning stillness where all of creation seems to stir, shake 

sleep away, and awaken to a fresh day of promise. It is in those seconds of grace-filled 

awe that we find ourselves grateful – and we are led back to you. 

Thank you for helping us to make the shift from rushing to make it here to simply being 

here. When we discover the delight of resting in sacred space, surrounded by others who 

desire the same thing, we understand your words in a richer way – where two or three 

are gathered, your presence is known in a mysterious way. Thank you for weekly gifts of 

worship together where word and silence and melody spill into our souls bringing us a 

taste of the abundance of life with you. Center our hearts and remind us again that we 

sense your presence when the clutter of our minds is cleared and when simplicity of heart 

reign in us. 

Holy One, we seek to be honest with you and with ourselves. We have tucked away 

some things in compartments of our minds – where we replay anger and hurt and 

resentment. We cling to them because we do not know how to let them go. Yet, we know 

that they are leaching joy and purpose from our lives. Empower us to release them, as we 

trust that you are clearing out anything is an obstacle in our lives. When we pause to be 

still, we think of all who need your compassion – for those who are enduring a health 

crisis, for those who have reached the end of their resources. We admit it is too easy to 

be complacent – so, we ask you to open our hearts to the suffering in our world today. 

We remember people whose lives have been torn apart by violence, either in word or in 

action. We pray for the ones who are facing the onslaught of the storms, and for the 

countless immigrants who are living in fear today. With open hearts, we lift each one into 

the safety of your grace and ask you to hold them there. In this community of faith, we 

pray for….. Our hearts embrace those who are grieving this day – for …... 

O God, when we leave this sanctuary today, we pray that we might be people of 

courage and hope. Help us to stand in faith together, as we pray in the name of the one 

who gives life, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  



Invitation to Offering 

There are a couple of words in the Bible that appear over and over. 

The word “Love” appears 714 times. 

That sounds like a lot, but the word “Give” appears 2172 times. 

What does that tell us? That love and generosity are at the heart of a life of faith. 


