
Pastoral Prayer Harris-Ewing/July 28, 2019 

 

Creator God, whose power created the heavens that stretch farther than we can fathom; Redeemer 

God, whose love was revealed on earth in the person of Jesus the Christ; Ever-present God, whose 

spirit moves among us to comfort, to guide, and to empower us to become the people you intend: 

 

How amazing it is that you invite us to pray, to pour out to you what is in our hearts and on our minds, 

sometimes with words, and sometimes with silence far greater than words. How incredible it is that—

because of the ways that we have experienced your love—we trust that you hear our prayer. We don’t 

fully understand it, but we know prayer changes us. Prayer changes the world. 

 

Our Father, whose Son taught us to pray: Give us ears to hear and understand your ways. Teach us to 

partner with you to bring your will to earth—as it is in heaven. We know all too well that life on the 

earth itself, life among the people you created, is so far from your will. We confess the damage we 

have done to the environment, to the lands and seas, and to the plants and animals you entrusted to 

our care. We confess the brokenness of our human systems that allow people near and far to live 

hungry and homeless, oppressed and afraid. We confess the division that pervades so many 

relationships, turning individuals, groups, and even nations one against the other. 

 

Merciful God, forgive us. To repent is to turn around and change, to strive to live differently. We 

repent. Give us wisdom to heal the planet. Give us courage to work for justice for all. Give us love 

strong enough to overcome all that divides us. 

 

Gracious God, bestow your spirit upon us. We lift up to you those whose needs we know: family and 

friends who are dealing with illness, recovering from surgery, undergoing treatment, facing difficult 

decisions, preparing for or mourning the loss of this life. 

 

Compassionate God, grant to all who need it: your healing power, your comforting presence, and your 

loving embrace, each according to their need. Grant to each of us who are praying together now the 

commitment and the power to be instruments of your love, ministers one to another.  

 

Faithful God, make us faithful. We give thanks for all that you have done in our lives, and in the life of 

this church. We give thanks for the opportunities we have had, individually and together, to share the 

good news of Jesus Christ, to offer to others the love revealed in his life and death and resurrection. 

We give thanks for our mission partners, with and through whom we have been able to extend the 

reach of our ministry. As we move forward, week by week, month by month, year by year, help us to 

be ever more faithful: to grow in our understanding of what you are calling us to be and do; to grow in 

our outreach to your children of all ages, to grow in mission and ministry here at home and around the 

world.  

 

May this be our prayer. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


