
August 25, 2019  Rev. Dr. Sharon Harris-Ewing 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

O God our God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of all life, from the particle too small for us to 

comprehend…to the universe too large for us to fathom; from the crashing thunder of a summer 

storm…to the silence of dawn before the world awakes:  

 

How incredible, how astonishing it is that we can say and know that you are here with us, that you love 

and care for us. By grace through faith. Amazing grace. In the stillness of this moment we lift our hearts 

to you. Hear our prayer. 

 

We confess the ways that we have failed to live up to our calling as followers of Christ. Forgive us. Help 

us to forgive one another. 

 

We pray for ourselves: for health of body and strength of mind; for wisdom in decision-making and 

patience in caregiving; for a spirit of love, for our neighbors and ourselves. 

 

We pray for one another: for hope that overcomes despair, for reconciliation that mends broken 

relationships; for clarity in the face of uncertainty, for perseverance when energy is waning; for patience 

to endure waiting, for healing where there is sickness; for comfort in the midst of grief, for the peace 

that only you can give.  

 

We pray for our church: for long-time members, for new members, for visitors and friends; for the 

loving relationships that bind our hearts in Christian love; for the clergy and lay leaders who oversee 

current ministries, but also envision the future to which you call us for the legacy of ministries already 

undertaken and the new ministries that will be needed to meet the challenges of an ever-changing 

world. 

 

We pray for our nation: for wise leaders and committed citizens working together to unite us; for words 

of reconciliation, peace, and love to replace the rhetoric of racism, sexism, and religious bigotry; for acts 

of kindness, mercy, and justice for all to overcome the injustice of gun violence, family separation, and 

discrimination. 

 

We pray for our world: for world leaders meeting and striving to work together; for the end of wildfires 

burning the Amazon forest; food where there is hunger and peace where there is war.  

 

God, you are our God. You created us and you created all people. You love all people, and you call upon 

us to love them with the love you have shown to us. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, whose life, 

and death, and resurrection revealed the depth and breadth and persistence of your love for us.  

 

Amazing grace. Amen. 

   

 


