
Pastoral Prayer 

In recent years, one of the saddest things that I do on Sunday mornings is to check the news to see if 

there has been some major tragedy that calls for our prayer – last night there were two mass shootings 

– one in El Paso and one in Dayton. And I wonder how do we pray yet again? I will not stop praying. . 

. for a world at peace, where all feel they belong. I will pray. . . and in my prayers, I will ask how can 

I be an agent of change?  

 

O Holy One, we are grateful for those moments that we experience the wonders of life – those eternal 

moments of grace-filled awe that always lead us back to You. Summer’s blossoms spill out of our 

gardens shouting out the glory of life. Children’s laughter ignites our own joy. Genuine kindness elicits 

our hope for a better world. Grant us the wide angled lens to see the whole panorama of life through 

your eyes. Remind us again of the goodness of life – the beauty of a life centered in your love. 

 

As we experience together the power of worship, we ask that you kindle the flame of faith that burns 

silently within us, energizing us to do your will in your ways. O Lord, we invite you to clear away any 

of the self-serving in our lives and in our prayers today. While you invite us to offer you our deepest 

needs, we also recognize that we do not always know how to pray. We stumble and fall, yet you have 

promised to be with us in all things. As the disciples sat at their teacher’s feet, they learned how to 

come before you in prayer. We ask you to provide us with eternal perspective – empowering us to lift 

the needs around us that we might be energized to respond to that which we can change. As we 

worship, we are reminded of the many situations in our community, our nation, and our world that cry 

out for healing and justice – the lack of affordable housing, hunger in families, immigration nightmares, 

and the violence that seems to plague our world. Today we lift to you the victims, the families, each one 

who has been impacted by the gun violence in El Paso and Dayton.  

 

We also offer hearts and minds joined in prayer for the pain we see around us – friends who are 

facing the sting of loss, loved ones who feel the black cloud of discouragement, families who worry 

about loved ones’ illnesses, for each one who comes with a need deeply personal. Today we pray for 

…. And we pray for your comforting presence for …. 

 

May the power of your Holy Spirit strengthen and comfort each one whose name we lift to you in 

prayer today. As we leave this sanctuary renewed and encouraged for the week ahead, help us to live 

as disciples in every part of our lives, that others might see a bit of Christ in the way we speak. Then, 

empower us to be the message – to be the change we want to see in our world, as we pray in the one 

who taught us how to live, in Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  



Offertory Invitation and Prayer 

 

Some wise person once said: “You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.” Every time we 

practice generosity, we are investing in something bigger than ourselves. 

 

Loving and leading God, we are grateful for a faith in which practicing generosity is a sing of wisdom 

and serving others is a badge of freedom. We express our faith through our lives and through what we 

give away. Receive our gifts, magnifying them for your purposes in our world, In Christ. Amen. 


