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Loving God, we are thankful to be able to come to you in prayer today, because Jesus has 
taught us to seek you without fear, acknowledging your sovereignty, our own frailty, and the 
intercession of the Holy Spirit.  
 
And so, in the holiness of this sanctuary, and in the assurance of your grace, we ask you to 
create in us the ways of Christ.  
 
We need the ways of Christ created within us because we struggle with the desires of our own 
bodies and minds; the fears and imaginations that run amok; the restless irritability and 
discontent that robs us of your peace. Heal us from our own anxieties, that we might be healers 
to those around us. 
 
We need the ways of Christ in our words and behaviors because family is beautiful but 
sometimes hard. Wounds and unspoken traumas are passed down from generation to 
generation. Emotions are buried or distorted. Loving words are left neglected. Help us, Lord, to 
speak words of love, forgiveness, acceptance, and gratitude towards those you have placed in 
our lives.  
 
We need the ways of Christ as we face the world; whether in our own neighborhoods or in our 
own nation. We see what is going on. We feel the divisiveness and hatred and insanity around 
us, and yes, even sometimes within us. We feel helpless and overwhelmed. We wonder how 
things got this way and if there will be better days. Empower us, God, to at least speak truth 
about what we see; to have courage to identify evil for what it is; and to resist the temptation 
to be complacent.  
 
We need the ways of Christ here in our church, o God, as we try to live as a community of faith; 
meeting together, learning together, contributing our resources for the good of all; working 
together; enjoying fellowship and sharing communion. We remember how Jesus spent hours 
praying for his disciples, praying for his people. So we also pray for the ones you have given us 
in this community who are suffering.  
 
Today we pray for… May we recognize grief as that loving component of gratitude for lives that 
have touched our lives.  
 
Lord Jesus, we know that after you returned to heaven, countless generations have placed their 
trust in you; faithful women and men of peace have trusted in your return. How many 
generations will follow; we do not know. So grant only that we trust you today with the hours 
and days we have been given, that we may, as best we can, live in your ways: the ways of grace, 
forgiveness, peace, and justice.  Amen.  


