
Pastoral Prayer 

God of grace and peace, we come this morning offering you our overwhelming 

gratitude. All of our songs and prayers rise up together to shout our thankfulness for your 

gifts to us in these days – from the blazing beauty of a Gulf sunset to the warmth of 

friends and family who have been a wealth of support and strength. Ours is a world in 

which your glory simply overflows, especially when we attune our hearts to see your 

presence in the midst of it all. 

 

Gracious God, in the quiet of these moments, we are finally still, resting in your peace 

that gently reminds us that you are always present with us. There are days when we cling 

to the words of Jesus “Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give 

you rest.”  So we are here seeking the refreshment that comes from you. Our hearts 

embrace another community in Texas that has experienced the effects of gun violence. 

We lift to you all those who will be impacted by the storm, for those who suffer from 

anxiety and fear. You are the God who sees and comforts your children. You have 

reminded us about the things that are important in this life – your presence, the ones we 

love, the things that will matter beyond this day or this week. So reach out to us as we 

reach out to you this morning – as we seek to connect with you – to listen for your peace 

 

As a part of this community of faith, we share each other’s joys and burdens – our needs 

are as diverse as we are. There are many of us who carry concerns that seem 

overwhelming. We pray especially for …. We …. Each of us carry our own concerns 

with us today -- help us to release all of our concerns to you in trust.  

 

Today we also remember our friends and families with thankfulness for they have touched 

our spirits leaving the mark of their love.  Some have gifted us with laughter that 

transcended the difficulties and challenges of life. Some have shared life stories that have 

enabled us to grow in faith. Some have made us feel needed and appreciated. So lead 

us to offer those same gifts to those we know – to bring peace where there was anxiety, 

to bring assurance where there was fear, to offer a glimmer of hope where there was 

none, all in the name of the one who is our anchor and our peace, in Jesus Christ our 

Lord, Amen. 
 


