
Pastoral Prayer 

Gracious God, we offer you our thanksgiving for all the blessings you so abundantly give 

to us, for the seagulls soaring into the heavens, for a fragrant cup of coffee that welcomes 

a new morning, for the deep delight that overflows when we think of the ones we love. 

For all the gifts you grant to us that are easy to see and for those you give that are 

disguised, for the blessings we recognize, and for those we fail to notice – O Lord, hear 

our prayers of gratitude. In the quiet of these moments, we turn to you hoping to sense 

you speak into our lives words of love and forgiveness, of meaning and grace, that you 

would re-center our lives in the things that are important in this life – your will and your 

ways, the ones we love, the things that will matter beyond this day or this week 

 

O Lord, our thoughts wander to those of us whose problems weigh heavily on our hearts 

today.  We live in a world where fear, chaos, and violence often seem to overtake the 

beauty of life. We find ourselves shrinking in anxiety, yet we believe that you are the one 

who calls us to stand up for what is good and right – to bring purpose and meaning to 

our worlds, to live in your will and your ways, serving your people. So, help us to 

manage our fears that we might continue to do the good that you have called us to do. 

There are those among us who know the pounding of chronic pain, the uncertainty of 

unrevealed tomorrows, and the weight of unresolved conflicts. Today, we pray especially 

for …. may your peaceful healing touch them. And we lift to your everlasting arms the ... 

There are many of us who carry concerns that need to be yielded to you and left in your 

hands – yet sometimes we feel as if you need to pry them from our clenched fists. Help us 

to release all our concerns to you, trusting your goodness. 

 

As we envision the week ahead, we know we need your wisdom and presence.  Let this 

be our prayer  --  lead us to seek you that we might be transformed into the image of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, in whom we pray together. Amen. 
 


