
Pastoral Prayer 

O God of the ages, and God of this moment in time, we enter your presence with 

gratitude – for who you are, for all that you have given, for all that you empower us to 

be. At certain times in our lives, your presence is like a meteor shower illuminating a dark 

night. At other times, your presence is far more subtle, like a small ripple running through 

a pond giving us peace. You are with us --- in great and small ways, if we are simply 

open and aware each day. 

 

Compassionate Lord, you know the particular concerns that bow us down today.  Our 

minds are overflowing with the situations that weigh on our minds – those things deeply 

personal that we are struggling with and those things in our community and nation that 

distress us. Some of us are anxious, some are hopeful, some are angry, and some are 

confused. We pray for our world in these challenging times – grant to each of our elected 

leaders discernment and courage as they face some difficult hours and decisions.  

It is not only our world that concerns us, O God. As we pray, we look to your Son, Jesus 

as the one who showed us your heart – when he looked at the masses of people in front 

of him, they were never simply numbers, they were always faces with personal 

stories.  When you look at each person in this world, you, too, see faces and stories. 

Empower us to model that same kind of grace to those we meet. Open our hearts to 

welcome the stranger, to hear the words behind the words, to be your message of hope 

in a hurting world that needs healing. It is not only our world that needs you, we need 

you. We pray for ... We embrace those who are grieving ... We lift to you the particular 

concerns that we have carried with us today. Lord, we trust that when our words seem so 

inadequate in prayer, you might listen to the prayers buried beneath our silence. 

 

Lord of all life, as we look to the week ahead, we ask that you would reorient our paths 

that we might look for glimpses of your realm breaking into our midst – and that we might 

join you in seeking and creating a world renewed and healed. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


