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We give thanks to you, Lord, for in every essence you are good, and your loving kindness meets us 
where we are, time after time, even when we stumble about in our prayers. 
 
How can we possibly communicate with you, using words, when we know that what you hear and see 
and know of us are the realities of our inmost hearts.  
 
Above and below and beyond all things is this simple truth: we need you.  
We need you because our perceptions aren’t enough. 
We need you because our needs are so distractingly loud. 
We need you because your Word calls us to live a life we aren’t capable of with our own willpower. 
Your Word calls us to pray for leaders and persons in authority who trample your children, your 
commandments, your creation with arrogance and disregard. 
 
Yet this is what your Word asks us to do.  
You ask us to extend the same spirit of loving kindness to others as you have offered to us, deserving or 
not, that the power and presence of your Spirit might ever so slowly and lovingly chip away at the 
granite self-centeredness and rebellion of the human ego.  
 
And when that happens, as that happens, however long it takes to happen, then every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord; not in fear, but in celebration of love. 
 
We are in the season of storms; hurricanes in the atmosphere; evil winds in the halls of power; dust-
devils that appear in our lives without warning. But you speak peace, and the winds obey; you say, Be 
Still, and the waves diminish. You say, feed my sheep, and we arise with joy to do your will.  
 
So now we pray for every child, near and far; for those who are hungry, imprisoned, or sad. We pray for 
those who cry out for healing and justice; and for those who think they don’t need you at all.  
We pray for those who lead us in elected positions of power, but more so, those who lead by virtue of 
integrity, courage and conviction.  
 
We pray for this church, that we might know You, and receive the power and grace to do your will. We 
pray for our members who need a special touch this day… May the strength of healing and wholeness 
be with them in the days ahead. And be with each of us in our own joys and sorrows. 
 
May we always with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, Lord, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need. This we ask in the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 


