
Pastoral Prayer Sept8 
 
Good and gracious God, thank you for the fellowship in this room and the presence of your 
Holy Spirit in our hour of worship.  
 
Since last Sunday many of us spent a significant amount of time nagging and imploring you, 
Lord, to intervene in the path of hurricane Dorian; to keep our loved ones safe, and to spare the 
people of the Bahamas. We offered heartfelt and compassionate prayers, yet we know we offer 
prayers in a world that by nature is orderly and where we humans accept the risks of where we 
live.  
 
In the light of this reality, you offer us the opportunity to become living and tangible prayers of 
intervention by what we do to help in the aftermath. So grant us the wisdom and willingness to 
be part of your answer to many prayers, and may you through many generous hands grant 
hope and healing to your people in the islands.  
 
Lord Jesus, you word asks us to count the cost before we decide to follow you, and to accept 
the challenges and even the suffering that follows when we side with the heavenly realm. In 
fear, reluctance, and the desire to remain comfortable, we minimize the implications of your 
word. Forgive us as we miss the mark and come up short.  
 
But even as you knew your disciples, so you know us, and you teach us your ways with tender 
compassion and patient prodding, not demanding us to be instant saints. So take us where we 
are, as we are, and show us the kind of peace that comes from trusting you and the joy that 
comes from serving those who are the least of these, your brothers and sisters. 
 
Holy Spirit, we cannot capture you nor define you, but somehow this gift of prayer is what you 
have given us as a tool of faith, an expression of hope, and a reminder to get off our couches 
and put your love into practice, caring for the people, your people, that you have placed in our 
lives.  
 
So today we lift up anyone in this room, anyone watching or listening, who needs you, who 
needs to know your immense love and acceptance, your forgiveness, your healing. May your 
Spirit convey that message deep within their hearts, and bring comfort and hope for the week 
to come. In this spirit we also lift to you those in our fellowship who need your touch… 
Surround them with your peace, and show us how we can be of service as friends.  
 
Thank you for the gift of prayer, for the gift of this church, and for the opportunity to be your 
people. These prayers and the secret, hidden, and private prayers of our hearts we lift to you in 
the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
 


