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Someone once said that the point of prayer isn’t so much that God would respond to what we’re 
asking for, but that we could come to respond to what God is asking for. Let’s join our hearts: 
 
 
God, we’re here together in prayer this morning because prayer is the gift you gave us that we 
might stop what we’re doing and connect with you each day. We need the spiritual fellowship 
that prayer offers so that we might know your will and receive the power to do it.  
 
Even though our world is suffering and humanity is writhing in self-inflicted madness; and even 
though we find our personal lives upset with issues of health and finances and relationships, 
your will for us begins with trusting you and doing right by the people you place in our lives.  
 
God, we don’t know what we can do to help or heal the wounds of our world; but perhaps we 
can help to heal the wounds of one or two of your children. We can’t just turn around and solve 
all of our personal problems, but perhaps we can humbly and honestly face one issue today, 
trusting you with a grateful heart.  
 
But we are an impatient people, Lord. We want results, if not now, then sooner than later. We 
pester you with repetitive requests for you to do this or provide that or make something 
happen. Yet we know that’s not what you’re there for. No, we need to enter your presence for 
the sole purpose of knowing you; opening our true selves to you. Then we will know your will, 
and what you want us to be. Sometimes we’ll even know what to do or not do. But the result 
for this one day will be a willingness to do all things with trust and love.  
 
Of course, Lord, we will fail to do this; we will stumble over our own egos and desires; we will 
be blinded by the perceptions and prejudices that we inherited from our culture and our 
humanity. But as we acknowledge our faults, your grace and forgiveness is always there. And 
because it is your will, we will have tomorrow to begin anew, and to try again the ways of 
prayer and trust and love. We will be persistent, not to pester, but to be patient and peaceful. 
For you have already provided all things that are needed, and you know what we need even 
before we can ask.  
 
So we pause now to quietly give thanks for Jesus, who ushers us into your presence, and 
teaches us to pray:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
 


