
Pastoral Prayer 

Eternal God, whose signature we recognize in this universe, help us in this time of worship to look 

for your handwriting in this place, among these people. As we worship, remind us that as our 

praise rises to you, we join the timeless rhythms, the ageless melodies, and the everlasting joyful 

noise that permeates all of creation. We want to be open to all the ways we experience your 

presence, yet, with our incessant hurrying and our discomfort with silence, we often find ourselves 

anxious and off-center. Help us to set aside this time to intentionally open our spirits to your Spirit, 

anticipating the gift of your peace-filled presence. Breathe fresh life into our singing, our praying, 

our speaking, and our listening, that each one might be a means of experiencing your presence 

right in our midst. 

God of all life, we pray for the needs of each person here today. There are some here who are 

confronting serious physical challenges. There are those who are facing uphill battles in their own 

families. Others of us know the daily challenge of care-giving, which sometimes feels like a 

privilege, but can also be exhausting. But each one of us brings a life story to this moment, with 

hurts or hopes, disappointments or dreams. We pray in these moments for your touch to 

encourage and uplift in all the ways we need you. . . .  Every day we are confronted with the 

uncertainty and suffering in the world around us. It is tempting to succumb to compassion fatigue, 

but you have given us hearts to empathize – and so our prayers encircle those who have too little 

food in a season that is associated with plenty, for those who face the challenge of inadequate 

housing, those who struggle with financial insecurity, and those whose lives are tenuous in so 

many ways. May we become the answer to their prayers. 

God of all compassion, we know that there is nothing that can separate us from your love. 

Seasons will pass and times will change, but your faithfulness toward us still remains. As we meet 

the challenges of the week ahead, help us to rest deeply in that hope. Lord, transform our lives 

more and more to reflect the peace and joy and strength we know as we place our trust in you, 

as we pray in the words of Jesus. . . Our Father. . .Amen. 


