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A few years back there was a gathering of church leaders of a different 

denomination in Kansas City. One of the attendees reflected on the experience: "One of 

the speakers teaches Bible at one of our seminaries. She did an excellent job of tracing 

all the currents of biblical research that have brought us to the present. She gave an 

excellent review of the recent, and not so recent, past in biblical studies. A second 

speaker was a theologian. He did much the same thing as the biblical teacher. He 

reminded us of our heritage. He talked about the giants of theology in the early 20th 

century. He outlined the major streams of theology that have brought us to our present 

state. The third speaker was an incredibly gifted lay woman who works in the field of 

applied science. The things she told us about the nature of science today were 

mindboggling. It's a field that is changing with incredible speed. The average length of 

time of a job in her field is three years. The average length of time of a company in the 

field is seven years. On the one hand, she said, that is scary. On the other hand, 

however, this is probably the most exciting time to be alive that humankind has ever 

known. Things are changing. There are grand new opportunities. We can change our 

future!"  

However, after this reflection, this particular leader grew more serious and 

continued: "I found it interesting," he went on, “that our church's teachers talked to us 

mostly about the past while she talked to us mostly of the future. And that's not all. She 

not only talked about the future, but she made it clear that science has moved far 
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beyond the point of thinking that God is to be factored out of any intelligent equation. As 

we move to a new future, she said that the spiritual issues were of absolutely vital 

concern. And you have the answers here, she said to us. We look to you. We need you. 

Help us provide the spiritual sustenance the world needs as we move toward a new 

tomorrow."  

In concluding, the writer recalled how he had the opportunity to visit one-on-one 

with this scientist, who told him this: “I've been listening in on your conversations and I 

am thankful that my church has such dedicated leaders. But,“ she said, “everything you 

talk about is in the past. It's the past that you are so expert in discussing. It's the 

church's past that you are so knowledgeable of. But I don't think I've heard anyone 

discuss the future. Where is your church going in this exciting time? What kind of new 

future are you going to create? Surely in the church you have language to talk about the 

future. Surely you have language in the Bible which can hold out a vision of hope for a 

new world.'" 

Of all the writing prophets of Israel, Isaiah stands out above them all. Isaiah uses  

language like a poet to present to us incredible pictures that lift God up and tell how 

God will bring salvation to God's people. In fact, the name Isaiah means "Yahweh is 

salvation." But just as the book of Isaiah stands out for its beautiful presentation and 

powerful message, it also stands out for the controversy surrounding who wrote what 

within its 66 chapters. One of the reasons for the question of authorship is the life span 

of this book. Depending on which scholar you read, the book has a life span of up to 

300 years. The traditional view claims that the prophet Isaiah is the book's sole author. 



[3] 
 

But many believe that Isaiah had nothing to do with the last part of the book, specifically 

chapters 40 to 66 which is where we find ourselves in this morning’s reading.  

It is important to note Isaiah is typically viewed in two sections: chapters 1 to 39 

and 40 to 66. Chapters 1 to 39 reflect the covenant curses resulting from Israel's 

disobedience to God's Law, while Isaiah 40 to 66 reflect the covenant blessings 

promised for the obedient remnant of Israel. 

I love the imagery that is used in this morning’s reading, but I was particularly 

fascinated by the first two verses: 

“For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.” 

 
The Hebrew verb "create" in verses 17 and 18 is not a pure future tense. It can 

be best translated as "I am beginning to create." Therefore, the new heavens and the 

earth, though not yet fully manifested, have already begun to appear. There is continuity 

and discontinuity with current reality. You see, when God is acting, there is always an 

"already but not yet" quality to it from a human perspective.  

So, while the tone of the message is futuristic, the promised future echoes the 

purity of God's beginning for the world, and the message is meant for here and now. 

God's new creation begins now and is expressed in down-to-earth images that would 

have been familiar to the reader: Jerusalem, agriculture, work, and birth. 

The slate is wiped clean - the former things will not be remembered - and so 

God's people can move ahead into the future planned for them by going "back" to God's 

new beginning with a fresh start.  
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To understand heaven, in Isaiah’s time, was to understand Jerusalem as a holy 

place that had been restored as the Holy City: pure and holy in every sense. A place 

where every child grows to be an older adult, and every older adult lives out their full life 

expectancy. A place where serpents die, and the wolf and the lamb lie together in 

peace. A place where all people will have a home and enough to eat.  

Last week I spoke of relying on memory and tradition, and of leaning into those 

moments when God delivered us in the past, and trusting that God will deliver us again. 

Today I want us to lead into the future for a few moments. I wonder when Naples will 

look like Jerusalem? For instance, according  to the US Census, the annual income 

per capita in Immokalee is $11,047 and the annual income per capita in Naples is 

$90,950. The median household income in Immokalee is $29,308, while in Naples it is 

$90,507.  

The same county, our children attending the same schools, the same tax base, 

but so much disparity. It’s one of the many reasons I am so proud of the eight homes 

that are being built through Habitat for Humanity in Immokalee through your generosity 

which our staff will be going to work on together this coming Friday. It is why I am so 

proud of the members of our church who volunteer at, serve on the boards of, and 

donate to organizations like Baby Basics, the Immokalee Foundation, the Boys and 

Girls Club, and the list goes on and on.  

And I find myself often wondering, no, I actually find myself dreaming about, what 

our church is being called to do in Immokalee. The last verse in this morning’s reading 

says: “They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.” The reality 
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is that we don’t know a lot about mountains here in Southwest Florida. But we know a 

lot about flat places.  

So where is God calling us to level out the disparities? Where does God need 

prophets at the dawn of 2020 to ask our county, state and federal governments the 

difficult questions of equity? Where do homes need to be built, food provided, and 

diapers passed out so that all may have enough? I’m not suggesting that the per capita 

or median household income numbers in Naples need to come down, I am only 

suggesting that these statistics in Immokalee need to rise! And I wonder if, at the dawn 

of a new decade, God is not looking to us and saying: “I am beginning to create…” 

Maybe that creation process started with eight Habitat homes. Who knows where God 

will lead us next?  

 


