
Christmas Eve 2019
6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Mission-Driven. Intergenerational. Growing.  
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Each of
us is anInnkeeper

who decides
if there is room

forJesus



This ancient service recounts the prophecy and birth of Christ  
in the words of Holy Scripture and in songs of devotion and praise.

Carols of the Season  Chamber Orchestra and Choir

Words of Welcome                       Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, Senior Minister

Prelude                                                        Ave Maria Bach - Gounod

    Javier Abreu, tenor

Invocation

*Processional  Carol  #182    O Come, All Ye Faithful Adeste Fideles

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain: O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,

Jesus, to thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

 Lesson       The Prophet Announces a New Time of Righteousness

  Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 OT pgs. 706-707 (NRSV)

 Carol Comfort Ye and Every Valley from Messiah G. F. Handel

Javier Abreu, tenor

*Please rise in body and spirit.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols



 Lesson  One is Coming Who Will Grant Us Peace

  Isaiah 11:1-2, 6-9 OT pg. 710 (NRSV)

 Carol Wexford Carol Arr. Elaine Hagenberg

Sanctuary Choir

 Lesson  The Angel Gabriel Salutes Mary

  Luke 1: 26-33, 38                                          NT pg. 58 (NRSV)

 Carol                                               O Little Town of Bethlehem Grant Cochran

Sanctuary Choir

  
 Lesson  Luke Tells of the Birth of Jesus

  Luke 2:1, 3-7                                              NT pg. 59 (NRSV)

*Carol  #229                                     The First Noel the First Noel

The first Noel, the angel did say,

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,

born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east, beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far,

to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went.

Refrain

 Lesson  The Shepherds Go to the Manger

  Luke 2: 8-20                                         NT pgs. 59-60 (NRSV)



 Carol Shepherd’s Pipe Carol John Rutter

Sanctuary Choir

Christmas Meditation Making Room           Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, Senior Minister

The Christmas Offering  
Our offering this Christmas Eve is a mission offering. Your gifts are shared with retired clergy, spouses and 
lay workers of the church to supplement low or non-existent pensions, and to provide emergency relief for 
clergy families. Thank you for sharing the light of God’s love! Donations may be made by using the purple 
pew envelopes.
                                                  I will light candles this Christmas                                  Kim André Arnesen 

Sanctuary Choir

The  Lighting  of  the  Christ  Candle  and  the  Sharing  of  the  Light
The Christ Candle represents the one who is the Light of the World. Please tip your unlit candle to receive the 
light, hold your lit candle upright to share the light and to prevent spilled wax. After the service, place your 
candle in the receptacles outside the church doors.

 Lesson   John Unfolds the Great Mystery of the Incarnation

  John 1:1-5, 14                                          NT pg. 94 (NRSV)

 Solo                                                            O Holy Night                                                Adolphe Adam

Javier Abreu, tenor

*Carol  #186                                         Silent Night! Holy Night!                                                  Stille Nacht

Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright,

‘round yon virgin mother and child; holy infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

  

Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*Words of Blessing

*Postlude Joy to the World Arr. Daniel Powers

Chamber Orchestra

*Please rise in body and spirit.



Our Christmas Wish for You
The time has come during this beautiful Christmas Season to put aside our worries and to focus 
ever so gently on the light and love that comes to us through the birth of a child. The staff and 
leadership of Naples UCC wishes you Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love as we celebrate together as 
family and friends. Our celebration of the Christmas season continues Sunday, December 29, at  
9 and 11 a.m. We invite you to join us for Worship as Rev. Dr. David Kaiser-Cross, Executive  
Minister, shares a message based on Psalm 148.

embracing diversity and affirming the dignity and 
worth of every person, since we are all created in 
God’s image. We welcome into full membership 
and participation in the Body of Christ, persons of 
every race, ethnic background, age, gender  
identity and expression, sexual orientation, physical 
or mental ability, socio-economic background,  
marital status and faith background. We welcome 
all to share in the life, leadership, ministry,  
fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities 
and blessings of participation in our congregation.

NUCC is  
an Open and Affirming  

Congregation,



WE ARE 

MISSION-DRIVEN. 

We believe that everyone deserves 
a safe and affordable place

 to call home.

$400,000
8 homes in Immokalee, FL

Habitat for Humanity 
of Collier County

$7,000

An intergenerational church
 helping to prepare
tomorrow’s leaders

Nursing, Teaching, 
& Seminary

Scholarships

$38,000
People for Guatemala

We know that
poverty doesn’t just
 happen in the U.S.

$5,000

providing diapers
to families in need 

Baby Basics of
Collier County

$16,000
Church World

 Service
Hurricane Dorian

relief & other
support

$13,000
St. Matthew’s

House
Giving a hand up
to the recovery

community

Naples UCC has given away over $525,000 this year, equal 
to 30% of our 2019 Church Budget. 
Here are some highlights:



Upcoming Concerts

Festival Singers
Saturday, January 4, 3 p.m. 
Sanctuary, Tickets: $25

The Festival Singers of Florida is a highly select, auditioned choral  
ensemble consisting of women and men from throughout Florida.  
They are dedicated to expanding the awareness and appreciation of the 
choral arts in Central Florida and the Southeast by providing community  
performances of the highest quality. Dr. Kevin Fenton serves as the  
ensemble's conductor.

Sarah Moyer, soprano 
Nathan Salazar, piano
Friday, January 10, 7 p.m. 
Beverly Hall, Tickets: $25

Soprano Sarah Moyer and pianist Nathan Salazar will explore celestial  
sprites in this ethereal program; a journey to the cosmos through a series 
of weather patterns (Evening Rain by James Dillon and selections from 
Child of the Heartless Wind by Paul Rudoi). They will encounter The  
Tempest’s Ariel (Ariel by Jonathan Dove), a klabautermann, a skylark, a 
red sprite (Sprites by Benjamin Montgomery), and St. Cecilia (A Song for 
St. Cecilia’s Day by Adam Jacob Simon).

Naples Debut: Ansel Norris, Trumpet
Saturday, January 18, 3 p.m. 
Sanctuary, Freewill offering
Trumpeter Ansel Norris has distinguished himself as a soloist, orchestral, 
and chamber musician of enthusiasm and diverse taste. He currently  
resides in Naples, Florida, where he enjoys an eclectic musical career 
with the Naples Philharmonic. Ansel comes to Naples via Rice University, 
the New World Symphony, and Northwestern University, from which he 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Music in 2016. He hails from Madison, 
Wisconsin. Ansel finds additional inspiration as a soloist, and in 2019, 
he was the first ever American prizewinner in the International Tchaikovsky 
Competition’s Brass division.

Ministry with Music



Participating in this Evening’s Worship Services:
Reverend Dr. Dawson B. Taylor, Senior Minister
Reverend Dr. David Kaiser-Cross, Executive Minister
Reverend Dr. Deborah Kaiser-Cross, Minister for Congregational Care
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Director of Music
Nick Hernandez and Megan Black, Audiovisual
Sanctuary Choir
Beverly Hall: 6 p.m.: Rev. Rich Kirschner   8 p.m.: Rev. Earl Keirstead

Leelo Basham, flute Glenn Basham, violin John Evans, percussion & timpani
Andrew Snedeker, oboe Daniela Shtereva, violin Christian Snedeker, percussion
Ellen Tomasiewicz, horn Glenn Loontjens, viola Jeremy Reger, piano
 Antonio Innaimo, cello
 Matt Medlock, bass

Our instrumentalists are generously underwritten by the Music Gift Fund.

6 p.m. Ushers and Greeters: John Ballew, head usher; Bob and Louise Brown, Bill Durell, Ed Kaulbars and 
Cheryl Turner, Carolyn Keller, Mary Robinson, Bill Rumpf, Katy Serr, Ren Smith, Hank Temple

8 p.m. Ushers and Greeters: John Ballew, head usher; Ronnie Bellone and Jennifer Rainey, Bob Miller,  
Dan Morris, Al and Ann Olson, Bill Rumpf, Joe and Judy Siderio, Donna Stevens, Claude Weir

5200 Crayton Road, Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 261-5469

info@naplesucc.org 
WiFi username: Nucc_guest   WiFi Password: nuccguest

@ NaplesUCCfacebook.com/NaplesUCC #Naplesuccwww.naplesucc.org

Visitor Information Schedule

Sunday, January 12: Visitor Information Brunch| After 9 and 11 a.m. services in Nelson 104
Thursday, January 16: An Evening with Your Pastors at the Kaiser-Cross home

Sunday, January 19: New Member Sunday

As a mission-driven congregation, Naples United Church of Christ strives to show that actions 
speak louder than words. We are not only active in community outreach, but passionate about  
social causes. As an intergenerational congregation, we engage with people of all ages and 
stages of life to be a place where people not only believe, but also belong. As a growing church, 
we do not ask people to “check their brains at the door,” rather to ask deep questions of faith of 
each other and of God. 
We are an Open and Affirming congregation that not only welcomes, but celebrates all people.  
We are proud to be one of more than 5,000+ congregations in the United Church of Christ and of 
our identity as a “Traditional Church for Progressive People.”

Welcome, First-Time Worshipers
First-time guest information cards are located in the pew racks, and can be brought to the first-time-guest welcome 
kiosk in the narthex, or placed in the offering plate. We invite you to journey with us as a visitor or unite with us as a 
Full or Associate Member.

Our sanctuary is equipped with the T-Loop (Telecoil Loop) Hearing System. Additional hearing devices are  
available in the narthex. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Though children of all ages are welcome in our worship services, there is nursery care for infants and toddlers  
available. There is also a “cry room” near the nursery if you wish to stay with your child and observe the service. 
Please ask an usher for assistance. Thank you to Lois Muldowney, LPN, and Sonia Garcia for providing childcare at 
each of our worship services this evening.


