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God of all grace and mercy, we come to you this morning at the beginning of another 
Thanksgiving holiday week: a week of reflection, gratitude, family gatherings, and signs of 
abundance.  
 
So we pause to make our confessions. Sometimes we are too busy to reflect - except when we 
are in front of our mirrors.  We forget the extent of our privileges and neglect our gratitude. We 
love our families - most of the time. We live in a culture of abundance, but do not share the 
way we could if we so chose. So we ask your forgiveness and grace as we enter this week. Open 
our eyes and hearts, so that the loving-kindness of your Holy Spirit might live through us. Open 
our hands, that we might experience the joy of giving.  
 
But right here and now, in this place, we offer our thanks for people sitting next to us and 
around us, who are not just church members and friends, but fellow travelers on the journey of 
life and faith, with many of the same joys and pains that we experience. We are different in 
many ways, but we share the pathway of prayer that makes us one in the Spirit. We thank you 
for the children who sang for us today, for the choir members who sing for us every Sunday, 
and for the comfort of hymns, scriptures, prayers, and sermons that help us from week to 
week. Indeed, we have so many reasons to rejoice.  
 
Many will be traveling this week to be with family. We pray for traveling mercies. We know that 
family gatherings can be challenging due to memories, illness, or tragedy. Remind us, when we 
are anxious, to give everything to you in prayer, to be our best selves, and to leave all outcomes 
in your care.  
 
So we pray for our church, for all members, for your church around the world; for those 
awaiting birth, and those awaiting the next chapter. We pray for those suffering pain, 
loneliness, or despair; show us your will, and grant us the courage and wisdom to do what we 
can to help. With these prayers in mind and with all the secret prayers of our hearts open to 
you without shame, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 


