
 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

O Lord of wonder, we gather up our gratitude this morning --  for the exquisite beauty of 

lone ripple expanding across the stillness of a lake, a small kindness that traces back to 

you, the perfect word offered at the perfect moment transforming our day, or the serenity 

of watching the sun rise over a cup of coffee. As we come into your presence, you invite 

us to both pause and praise. 

O Lord, Keeper of Courage, though the the storms threaten around us, your Spirit 

whispers, “Be still enough to remember that I am with you.” You weave a web of safety 

when all we can envision is a great unknown. We ask you to gather up all the unspoken 

burdens that reside in the reservoirs of our souls. We pray for each one who carries a 

concern this morning. Enable us to be a community of warmth and support – for the 

stumbling and the strong, for we know enough to realize that we will all be in both those 

places in life. 

 

In prayer, we lift to you our burdens over our world and the challenges we face as a 

nation. O God, we thank you for all your faithful servants who have done justice and 

loved mercy and walked humbly with you. We lift our praise for leaders who have 

impacted our world in great ways, and for ordinary people whose names were never in 

the news -- but are recorded in your book of life. Especially this day we thank you for 

Martin Luther King, Jr., for his courage and conviction, for his passion for peace, and for 

his tireless pursuit of a nation that keeps faith with its ideals. 

 

Empowering God, help us to discern that which we are powerless to change, but also 

grant us the boldness to change the things that we can change. Give us courage in times 

of vulnerability, and humility in times of strength. Release us from attitudes that may keep 

us from you and from others – our stubborn pride, our crippling fears, our cynical 

thoughts. And now, Lord, we ask you for the hope that sustains, for the grace that refills, 

for the Spirit who empowers, and in the name of the Savior who lives, we pray together, 

Our Father. . . . 

 

 



Offering Prayer 

God of grace, it is a privilege to be people of generosity. You have given us so much, it  

it is our delight to give these gifts back to you to be used for your purposes in our world. 

Receive this offering as a token of our gratitude, and use it to bring peace, justice 

and comfort to all the world, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 


