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God of the earth and God of the skies, we gather this day for many 

reasons. Some of us gather out of habit and some gather grasping for 

answers. Asking why planes fall from skies, why people who have 

experienced so much devastation face it again, why denominations divide, 

why fires wreak havoc and why war and rumors of war rage. And perhaps 

in our quietest moments, we are even more honest to ask why hearts break 

and death divides us from those we love and why family members betray. 

While we believe in your redeeming power, O God, we often see the 

frailties of humanity before our very eyes and want to cry out in desperation 

asking where you are.  

And then Christmas arrives, and we welcome a child, and mystical 

visitors arrive, and that child is taken to the Temple, Simeone holds him 

and surrenders that he may go in peace and that child is named Jesus, 

Emmanuel, Prince of Peace. And as the ancient story once again unfolds, 
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we see that the one who was sent by you was also one who was sent to 

show us the ways of peace and justice.  

Even if we do not always understand or follow these teachings, we 

know peace is the way you have created us to live within our world, our 

nation, our homes and ourselves.  

And so in that promise we ask you to send the power of your Holy 

Spirit to be present to us in this time of worship. May She enliven our 

hearts and minds to hear the good news of your unfailing love. And like 

Jesus, may we hear your voice affirming that we too are beloved. It is in 

that hope, that we join our hearts and voices, praying together the prayer 

that Jesus taught, by saying:  

“Our Father, who art in Heaven…” 

 
 
 
 


