
Pastoral Prayer 

O Lord of this morning, teach us to cherish every moment – to drink in the wonder that life 

brings. We offer simple words of gratitude for life’s most precious gifts – for the bluest of 

blue skies, for the delight of a meandering walk around a lake, for the easy banter of 

long friendships or the anticipation of discovering new ones. For we have learned that 

complaint comes easily but gratitude is a daily choice.  

O God of the journey, we are reminded today that your blessings do not necessarily 

follow the logic of our world. Your blessings fall upon those who feel empty inside and 

who dread the day. You bless those who mourn, who ache with loss for someone so 

loved. Your blessings surround those who are meek, who do not demand to be first. You 

bless the ones who are hungry for justice and who cannot wait for everyone to have what 

they need. Your blessings fall upon the merciful, those who have learned to forgive those 

who have betrayed them. You bless those who are pure in heart, in whom there is simply 

the heart of a trusting child. You delight in the peacemakers, the ones who by their words 

and actions, can change the world. You surround the persecuted ones with grace, 

reminding them that you are their comfort. 

 

God, so rich in blessings, we rejoice in your promises and transforming grace. We pray 

for a more just world in which all have enough and none are left behind. Help us to stand 

with those who are marginalized; show us your presence in the faces of those the world 

forgets. 

 

In a society divided by so many labels we alone have created, remind us that we are 

created in your image, each of us a beautiful reflection of you. Gracious God, you have 

so richly blessed us with life, with love and joy, with hope in the midst of despair. Help us 

to be the light of the world, finding the seeds of your kingdom within us and around us. 

Give us eyes to see the ways you are changing the world in which we live. Give us ears 

to hear your call to join with you in the great transformation. Hear us now, o God, as we 

pray for the coming of your kingdom, following Christ as he taught us to pray: 

Our Father…  


