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*PRAY 
 

Some commentators call our reading for this morning the "ordination address to 

the twelve." The writer of Matthew makes it clear that when Jesus saw the crowds, he 

made a beeline for the mountain, moving away from all the curious people in order to 

have conversation with the serious people. Just prior to this passage, we hear about the 

call to the disciples, those twelve bewildered fishermen and tax collectors who have all 

of a sudden been claimed, dragged, invited, beguiled into living and learning and 

leaving with Jesus. As captivated as they are by this call however, these recruits still 

aren't sure what it means. So, this morning Jesus takes them away on retreat - to the 

mountaintop - to teach them.  

Now, let us be sure we know what the words are about. They are not about 

“should”s and “ought”s. Not about working and doing. These are words about blessing. 

Jesus begins with the blessings that are already ours. This passage, this prologue to 

the Sermon on the Mount, is not about what will be. It is about what already is. This 

passage does not tell us that God will be good to us. It tells us that God is already good 

to us. It does not suggest that the realm will come - someday. It proclaims, with great 

joy, that the realm of God is already here.  

Right here, in the reality check of our imperfect lives, God is blessing us and 

loving us. Despite our titles and our public smiles, despite our bank accounts and the 

length of our resumes, despite all the acquired riches of the world, we know, if we are 

really honest, at a deep level, that we are very poor in spirit. We know that our lives are 
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filled with sadness. We know that, as much as we want to be in charge, we are utterly 

dependent upon the grace of God to make it through the night. Yes, we know that our 

meager efforts to find peace in a violent and turbulent world make little difference. We 

know that when we really stick up for what we believe and what we value, the power 

brokers of this world will laugh at us and pass us by.  

I recently heard about a woman who spent her life educating brain-damaged 

children. Now if there is any group of people whom the world rejects more than brain-

damaged children, I do not know about them. Oh, we're nice to them. We're charitable 

to them. But we don't really value them. And so, we keep them at a distance. 

But this woman spent her whole career working with these children, so much so 

that her values were transformed. Not only were these children worthy of not being 

rejected, they became, to her, chosen and precious. They became to her a blessing - 

the poor in spirit, the clean of heart, the sad and persecuted ones who somehow reflect 

the joy of God's grace. 

One year she decided to have her class put on a production of My Fair Lady. It 

never occurred to her not to give the lead part to a girl whose motor system had been 

damaged to the point that she was confined to a wheelchair. It never occurred to her not 

to give her the part. It also never occurred to her that, on the night the curtain opened 

for that first performance and that girl wheeled herself out on the stage and sang, "I 

could have danced all night. I could have danced all night," that the audience would 

weep. They had been confronted with the values of the gospel: That which the world 

rejects is, in God's sight, chosen and precious.  
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The beatitudes are actually incorrectly translated in most of our Bibles. The 

Greek does not read "Blessed are ..." but instead, "O the blessedness of...." 

O the blessedness of our utter dependence on God, for that dependence 

ushers us into God's heart. 

O the blessedness of our deep, deep sadness, for it is in that sadness that 

God can touch and fill and comfort us. 

O the blessedness of our finite earthiness, for it is in humility that we find 

abundance. 

O the blessedness of our yearning for the good, for that hunger can be fed 

by God's grace. 

O the blessedness of our generosity, for generosity is the sweetness of 

God's love. 

O the blessedness of whatever justice and harmony we can create, for 

peace is the reflection of God's face. 

O the blessedness of suffering and struggle, for joy is the fruit of adversity. 

The great preacher and contemporary theologian Barbara Brown Taylor 

summarizes the Beatitudes. And I believe that she encapsulates more than simply 

these understandings of Jesus, but also how to be truly happy. Barbara Brown Taylor 

said this: "You are loved. Go, therefore, and act like it!" 

 
 


