
 

Pastoral Prayer 

O God of all creation, who has fashioned every living thing with elaborate care, we 

thank you that you chose to make us in your own image – for giving us the remarkable 

capacities to love with abandon, to forgive with freedom, to live with gusto, and to laugh 

with unrestrained joy. Thank you for every opportunity you give us to experience an 

abundant life in you.  

 

As we walk through this season of life, we invite you to lead us on the path toward 

deeper integrity of soul. We take just a moment to reflect on the things that we allow to 

influence us – either for good or for ill. Some of those things lift us up, encouraging us to 

serve more enthusiastically and to seek you more faithfully. Yet, as we face you with 

softened hearts, we also have to confess that some things bring out the worst version of 

ourselves -- when we allow other people’s opinions to matter too much, when we engage 

in conversations that destroy rather than build up, when we take the easy path with a 

small lie, and when we pursue what we want without counting the cost to someone else. 

You promise that when we confess our shortcomings, you are faithful and just, forgiving 

us and setting us on the path of wholeness again. 

 

Our prayers encircle those who need your mercy. We bring to you burdens of anxious 

worry, of broken dreams, of ruptured relationships, of pain in every form. . We lift to you 

the situations in our nation that cause fear to rise and discouragement to weigh us down. 

Open our eyes us to see adversity as one of life’s greatest teachers. When we trust in 

you, you lead us away from obsession over our fears. When we are thankful, you keep 

us from our tendency toward criticism and complaint. Gracious God, re-orient our 

purposes this morning to reflect yours. Lord, if you have given us special people to love, 

lead us to offer that love in concrete acts of service. If we are limping along without a 

spark of passion, plant a hope for newfound joy deep within, for we pray in the name of 

the one who has walked this path before us, Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray. 

. . 

 

  



Prayer of Dedication 

For all the ways you love us, we say THANK YOU! 

For the ways you provide for us, we say THANK YOU! 

For the opportunity to give, we say THANK YOU! 

For letting us be a part of your work, we say THANK YOU! Amen. 

 

 


