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Gracious God of many names, somehow we wish we could know you as you are, so that when 
we come to you in prayer we would know how to pray; what to pray for, and what not to pray 
for. If only we could see even a little of what you see.  
 
Usually, we bring to you all the things that worry us. We cry out for help. We beg for 
forgiveness. We ask you to watch over and heal our loved ones. We pray for good parking 
spots. 
 
All the while we are so busy in our prayers that we haven’t stopped to be still; to hear your 
voice; to listen attentively to the matters that concern you. Somehow we forget that birth, life, 
death, and everything in between is not strange or unknown to you. 
 
On this Transfiguration Sunday, we hear that a few disciples got to see the Jesus they had never 
seen. They got to experience grace in conversation with the law and the prophets. Even that 
was overwhelming to them.  
 
Lord Jesus, we also feel overwhelmed when we look at our world today; when we see the 
immense suffering, and the indifference of corrupted power. The voice of law, the voice of 
prophecy is no longer heard; only the voice of grace remains. Yet, please don’t ask us to be in 
charge of grace, Lord; we’re not very good at it. We need you to be in charge, to stay in charge. 
 
Holy Spirit, it would be preferable if we could all remain on the mountaintop, basking in the 
brilliance of that amazing grace; but it is not to be. The path leads back down into the valleys; 
there is still much to learn, ways to grow, and hearts to be healed. So we need you as our 
comforter, our counselor, and our advocate when we stumble. As we will. But we also know 
that there is nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
So we pray today for impossible things that are possible in you. 
We pray that the Body of Christ may be strong to bear the sufferings of all God’s children. 
We pray that this church may find harmony in trusting God and one another. 
We pray that our loved ones would be well and at peace in body, mind, and soul. 
And we pray for the continuing, ongoing, unfolding of your realm, on this earth, in this place, 
and in our lives, even as the Jesus we trust, yet have not seen, taught his disciples to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
 
 


