
 

Pastoral Prayer 

O God of all creation, we begin our time of prayer with gratitude – for all the ways we 

have been touched by grace this past week. We celebrate life’s simple pleasures – a cup 

of steaming coffee, a phone call with a friend, board games and puzzles, laughter over 

silly things, neighborhood sunset walks, the gift of life itself. During this time, we pray that 

we will never again take for granted -- the opportunity to worship side by side, a 

handshake with a stranger, a hug with a friend, a boring day. Thank you for all the 

beauty that lifts our spirits and the kindness that is springing up all around us as we 

collectively breathe in your Spirit and then breathe out one great hallelujah. 

 

Precious Lord, during this challenging season of life, we dare to open our whole selves to 

your transforming work of love. Yet, we have also discovered the many obstacles that we 

often place in the way. We recognize how often we rest in complacency, not 

appreciating the simple pleasures in life, how attached we become to controlling our 

environments, how easily we succumb to fears and shrink from trusting. Save us from our 

fears, our hoarding, our selfish tendencies, that we might become the people we want to 

be, the persons you have called us to be. Yet you are the God of light – who sees us as 

our perfectly imperfect selves and loves us just the same. You continue to invite us to come 

to you, to trust you, to surrender our selves into your care.  And you meet us in this place. 

 

O Loving God, we are learning that there is little in life that we cannot bring to you in 

prayer. You are the source of our strength and hope and healing. In the midst of this 

gathered community lie so many needs. We pray for each of the vulnerable all around us 

–grant them comfort in this time of uncertainty and isolation, for the healthcare workers 

and first responders who are working long hours with few supplies, and greater risk of 

contracting the virus themselves. Renew their energy and sustain them well. For each one 

who is bowed down with an anxiety about tomorrow’s problems. Shelter each of us in the 

embrace of your Spirit, that we might know we are never alone. And so we take a 

moment as we offer our own silent prayers to you now. . .  Wherever we find ourselves, 

we trust that you meet us there as we open our hearts and souls to you. Nudge us into the 

realization, Lord, that with you a new life, a new peace is possible. Remake us into ones 

who choose gratitude and service, and hope. As we leave today renewed, by word, and 

prayer, and song, help us to never forget that You have blessed us to be a blessing to 

others through Jesus the Christ in whom we pray together… Our Father 

 

 


