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Even though I’m not much of a knitter, at the urging of one of my friends, I pulled 

out a half-done prayer shawl to complete. She also sent me a text with the words, 

“after two weeks in quarantine together, I’m knitting my husband this scarf” – and 

the picture she attached was a knitted noose! You might be wondering why David 

isn’t here – no, he is just fine, and I haven’t knit one yet! He might use it on me. 

 

This has been quite the week for all of us – who knew only one month ago while 

we were enjoying the beauty of this little slice of paradise, that today we would be 

sitting in our homes, waiting and watching and worshipping remotely? Some of us 

are in shock, some in fear, some with glimmers of hope. I believe that this will be a 

Holy Week we will never forget. 

 

It all began with a triumphant entry into the city of Jerusalem. Hopes were held 

high, and expectations were great for changes ahead. But as the week unfolded, 

disappointment mounted, and despair began to creep in. First, Jesus shocked his 

followers with a farewell meal, and then, right after supper, he was betrayed by 

someone that he had trusted. Moments later, it seemed, he was arrested. And then 

one of his disciples vehemently denied that he had ever known Jesus. A night in a 

fortress jail, a hasty trial, a hillside crucifixion, and a violent death. For three silent 

days of fear and despair, the disciples isolated themselves in their grief. But then, 



one bright morning, Jesus upended everything people believed about God’s 

persistent love – with an empty tomb. 

 

At this time, all of  lives have been upended. We are in the wilderness of our 

own Lent, in our own isolation, a bit like the disciples in their time of waiting. We 

are struggling to make sense of everything on a daily basis. Everything has 

changed. We are forced to let go of our expectations about what tomorrow may 

bring. We are battling fear, anxiety, sadness, and depression. We are full of 

questions: When will this be over? Where is God in the midst of our situation?  

 

This morning, I want us to ask ourselves some other questions. What if God is 

asking us to be open to a new way of living, a different normal? What if God is 

inviting us to expand our understanding of our faith and the truly expansive nature 

of God’s love? What if more are included in that love than we ever imagined? 

 

We have been walking through Philip Gulley’s book, If Grace is True, this Lenten 

Season. He reminded me that the story of Holy Week shows us that right when 

despair is at its highest and hope at its lowest – God shows up. He said: “God’s 

love may be nailed to a cross, but it cannot be destroyed. It can be attacked, but it 

cannot be ignored. Love bears all things.” (p.111) Love always triumphs in the 

end. 

 

What if God wants us to open our lives in new ways to God breaking through? 

What if God is inviting us to create a bigger table in our lives – one that includes 

far more people than we would be comfortable including. Gulley shared the 



image of the great banquet at the end of time in Scripture. “I do not know where 

we will sit at the final banquet, but I suspect who will sit beside us. On our right 

will sit the person whom we have harmed the most. On our left will sit the person 

who has done the greatest evil to us. We will be seated between grace received 

and grace required.” Isn’t that what Jesus taught us in his life and death – while 

dying on the cross, he said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 

do.” On the cross, Jesus showed us the full extent of his love. It’s a love that 

embraces even those who crucified him. 

 

When we share at the communion table, we are imagining who else is with us at 

the banquet – the ones we love, and the ones we might call our enemies, the ones 

who are easy to love and the ones who need extra grace from us. Only when the 

table is full can the celebration really begin. (Gulley, 102) 

 

So, let me share a story. In 2012 Sara Harmeyer quit her job as fundraising events 

organizer at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. She realized that she had been 

happiest the year she worked at the Red Porch Cafe—a restaurant out of her own 

home: “That was the best year of my life. There was something about gathering 

people, the food, being connected.” She envisioned inviting neighbors to her 

backyard for a meal and asked her father to construct a table seating 20. Using 

the Nextdoor website, she invited 300 people and more than 90 came: “I was 

absolutely blown away. I realized that night, as people kept coming down the 

driveway, that people just want to be invited.” 

 



Over the last six plus years she has hosted more than 3,000 people. She now runs 

Neighbors Table full time and has placed tables in 28 States, with the aim of 

placing at least one table in all 50 states by the end of this year. She delivers the 

western red cedar tables herself to families as well as businesses and churches.  

 

She told her interviewer: “Two thousand years ago, we were invited to love our 

neighbors, and that is for sure what drives me. The world is a little crazy right 

now, and we could use more love in our interactions. A lot of people need to feel 

included and seen. And it’s hard—my neighbors are not all like me. But there are 

ways we can connect, and the table is a beautiful, natural place to do that. When 

you’re sitting at a big table, you feel like you’re part of something.” 

 

What if God is challenging us to open our virtual table at this very moment in 

history? What if God is asking us to widen our ideas of who is included at our 

tables? 

What if God is calling you: 

 To let go of your irritability and mend a quarrel  

 To release someone with the gift of forgiveness  

 Reach out to someone who needs a little extra grace from you right now 

 Take the time to be present with someone who is struggling  

What if God is simply asking you to open up  table today? 

 


