
You are the ultimate Gift-Giver O God. From the first breath we take to the last one we 

will release on this earth; we are embraced by your constant presence. You are our place 

of shelter, our refuge from the tempests of life. When our world seems to close in around 

us, help us to remember Jesus’ response to the stresses of his life. Lead us, too, to a serene 

place of prayer. For when we have been pushed beyond our limits, it is there that we can 

find your peace. It is there that we can surrender the emptiness of our own hearts, and 

trust that you will fill the void with waves of peace cascading into our souls. 

Compassionate Lord, you hear the sigh of each one who reaches out to you today. It is 

no accident that we have found ourselves in this virtual worship this morning. Your Spirit 

reaches out to wherever we are, collecting us into one community of faith. Your concern 

reaches to wherever we might have been and wherever we might be in this moment. O 

Lord, we find that you are the one who communicates in countless ways – in a surprising 

word in a casual conversation, a glimmer of a new thought, or in a prompting that helps 

us to see as you see. Grant us the courage to be willing to follow in your ways, even to 

the edges of our comfort. O Lord, for some of us, our needs have drawn us to this 

moment. We offer to you our concerns – for those teetering on the precipice of the 

unknown, for those living with an illness that narrows life choices, for the ones who worry 

about a loved one’s life path, for those who know isolation or alienation. Comforting 

God, be near those whose names we hold in our hearts today. 

Remind us, O God, that you invite us not only to the comfort of prayer, but also to the 

place of care, where our lives can offer the gift of great compassion. This week, give us 

the courage to speak a word of grace when it may not be easy to speak, to listen when it 

would be more comfortable to share our opinions, to reach out with a secret act of 

service that may never be discovered. We pray all these things in the name of the one 

who showed us a life built and sustained by the power of love, in Jesus the Christ, who 

gave us these words in prayer. . . Our Father

 

 


