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Loving God, we are thankful to be able to gather and share prayers this morning 
through the gift of this technology which helps us stay connected, even though 
apart. 
 
As we watch the storms begin to move across the Atlantic, as it always happens 
this time of year, we begin to think about safety and security; the ways we have 
prepared, and the things yet to be done. We have also been aware of the storms 
and the squalls of politics, health care, and the economy for which we weren’t 
quite as prepared for. Indeed, when we have to weather the loss of a loved one, 
the loss of a job, the loss of comraderie, well, it is almost impossible to prepare 
for the anguish, the anger, or the anxiety that darkens our souls.  
 
At the same time, you have given us hope, and we pause today to renew our trust 
in Christ Jesus. For while we cannot control the storms that come our way, we can 
practice the ways of Christ as you create those ways in us from day to day. 
We need the ways of Christ because we know our weaknesses, our fears, and the 
discontent that robs us of your peace. Heal us from our anxieties, that we might 
bring peace to those around us. 
 
We need the ways of Christ in our relationships, because family is wonderful, but 
often hard. Bind our wounds with love and forgiveness, that we might extend 
healing to those you have placed in our lives. We need the ways of Christ as we 
face a world of hatred and insanity. Empower us to speak truth with love, that evil 
would not prevail because of complacency. 
 
We need the ways of Christ throughout the church, as we strive to live as people 
of faith, meeting together, learning, contributing our resources for the good of all, 
mindful of suffering. So also we pray for those among us who are suffering from 
loss, illness or sorrow. May your comfort surround and uphold us, and may we 
continue in gratitude for the blessings we have been given.  
 
As we think about the week ahead, we trust that you will continue to lead and 
guide us as we pay attention to your voice, and as we feel the tug of your Holy 
Spirit. For today, may we rest in the assurance of your love and grace, as we hear 
the Lord’s prayer in song:  


