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Awaken us to your voice this morning, Lord; for it is your call, your care, your consolation that 
we need to hear as we try, from day to day, to navigate the wilderness. As we turn to you at the 
beginning of a new week, we are assured that the valleys and rough places in our hearts are not 
the end of the story. Even though our world is chaotic, and life feels fragile, there is more to the 
story. Even though pain is real, and discomfort breeds fear, your word beckons us to turn our 
faces to your face; our hearts to your heart.  
 
And so we thank you for your presence that adds strength and courage; for the goodness and 
beauty of life that is greater than evil and ugliness; and especially for Jesus Christ, our 
shepherd, who leads us to green pastures and still waters; who gathers us and ushers us into 
your peace and rest.  
 
As we turn to your presence we realize that we cannot comprehend the vastness of our 
universe; we cannot understand the forces that hold things together; we cannot fathom the 
ways of your Spirit. Yet all you ask of us is to try to understand ourselves; why we do the things 
we do, and behave in ways that are contrary to love. Then, in humility, we can turn to you for 
help. For you are the everlasting God; you do not faint nor grow weary. Neither does your 
mercy and compassion cease as your Spirit forms and fashions that which is beautiful within us, 
both as individuals and as the body of Christ.  
 
So we thank you for this place; for the gift of prayer; for music; and for your word. We thank 
you for family and friends, and all who are livestreaming with us through the gift of technology; 
from many parts of the country; and even around the world. May your Spirit make us one.  
 
Today, our combined prayers lift up to you those in our community of faith who have suffered 
great and precious loss this week; those who are facing death; who are fighting to overcome 
illness; who are trying  to be patient as bodies, minds, and emotions mend.  While these things 
may be daunting in themselves, we yet place our trust in you as the author of life. For neither 
life, nor death, nor anything else in all creation can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus. 
 
We also pray for wisdom and inspiration for ourselves as your church, working together to 
provide hope and resources to those in Immokalee and Golden Gate, who work hard every day 
to meet the physical and spiritual needs of those who have little or no resources to provide for 
families and make ends meet. 
May we continue to be your servants with wide and generous hearts, open to your direction. 
 
As we worship together today, Lord, help us; feed and fill us with the nourishment of your Holy 
Spirit as we prepare for the days ahead. May your purpose be our purpose; your heart our 
heart; your vision our vision. Abide with us as we remember and as we hear the prayer you 
taught your disciples. (Lord’s Prayer played by Glenn Basham) 
 


